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CHAPTER 17.50: SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 

CHAPTER 17.50:  SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 
Section 

Article I.  Development Requirements and Standards for Conditional Uses, 
Planned Development Overlay Districts, Planned Unit Development Zoning 

Districts, and Administrative Exceptions 
 
   17.50.080   Signage. 
   Q.   Historic sign requirements. 
      1.   Purpose. The purpose of this section is to create historic sign districts. The 
boundaries of the historic sign districts shall correspond to the same boundaries as any 
historic district or property listed and regulated by the National Register of Historic 
Places, including the environs. 
      2.   Historic Sign Review Committee. The Historic Sign Review Committee, as 
previously established, is hereby continued.  The Committee shall consist of 5 persons. 
         a.   Four members shall be appointed by the Mayor and approved by the Common 
Council. The members appointed by the Mayor should include individuals with 
knowledge and experience in historic preservation, architecture, sign industry, and/or be 
a property owner or business owner within a historic district. 
         b.   The Historic Preservation Commission shall nominate 1 of its members to 
serve on the Historic Sign Review Committee as a standing member. The Historic 
Preservation Commission shall also nominate an alternate from its membership to serve 
in the absence of the standing member. 
      3.   Length of term. Members appointed by the Mayor and approved by the Common 
Council shall serve terms of 3 years. The member and alternate chosen by the Historic 
Preservation Commission shall serve for a term of 1 year.  The Committee shall elect a 
Chairperson from its membership to serve for a term of 1 year. 
      4.   Meetings. Meetings of the Committee shall be held at the call of the Chairperson 
or the Building Official. All meetings of the Committee shall be open to the public. The 
Committee shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the vote of each member 
upon each question; or if absent or failing to vote, indicating such fact. A majority of the 
voting members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum. 
      5.   Committee approval. Approval for any sign located within a historic sign district 
shall be granted by the Historic Sign Review Committee.  The Committee may delegate 
some approvals to the Community Development Director or his or her designee in 
conjunction with guidelines further described in § 17.50.080Q.6. Decisions of the 
Community Development Director or his or her designee may be appealed to the 
Committee. Appeal requests must be made in writing within 14 days of a decision. 
      6.   Criteria for approval.  In considering sign permits within historic districts, the 
Historic Sign Review Committee shall consider the following criteria: size and position, 
projection, color, message, texture, materials, illumination and lettering style for the 
historic era for which the building or structure was constructed. The Committee may 
adopt guidelines administrable by the Community Development Director or his or her 
designee. Any such guidelines shall further describe the criteria in this section and 
identify conditions under which signs located within a historic sign district may be 



administratively approved. In order to adequately review these factors, the applicant for 
a sign permit must, in addition to the requirements of § 17.50.080I., submit the 
following: a photograph of the property and structure, a photograph or scaled drawing of 
the property or structure with the proposed sign sketched on it, color chips or color 
samples of the same colors that are to be used for the sign, and a scaled drawing of the 
proposed sign depicting the sign fonts and other attributes as they will actually appear 
on the sign. 
      7.   Rules. The Historic Sign Review Committee may adopt bylaws and rules in 
accordance with the authority granted by this section. 
      8.   Permit issuance.  If the Historic Sign Review Committee approved an application 
for a sign which meets the criteria established by this section, then a sign permit may be 
issued. In order to ensure compliance with the provisions of this section, the Committee 
may approve applications with stipulations that must be met before a sign permit may 
be issued by the city. If the Historic Sign Review Committee denies an application for a 
sign which does not meet the criteria established by this section, the applicant shall be 
notified in writing as to the reasons for denial. Decisions of the Historic Sign Review 
Committee may be appealed to the City Council. 
      9.   Register of Historic Signs. The Committee may create a Register of Historic 
Signs. The Committee may add signs to the Register that are lettered or symbolic 
messages 
         a.   Affixed to or associated with historic buildings, or 
         b.   Signs that otherwise merit inclusion on the register due to the following: 
            i.   Association with historic figures, events, or places; 
            ii.   Historic significance of the product, business, or service advertised; 
            iii.   Attributes that are characteristic of a specific historic period; 
            iv.   Significance as a local landmark, that is, recognized as popular focal points 
in the community. 
 
Inclusion of an historic sign on the Register shall allow the sign to be maintained, 
repaired, and preserved, notwithstanding provisions of this chapter to the contrary. 
While maintenance and preservation shall be allowed, no expansion or increase in any 
nonconformity shall be allowed.  Property owners shall not have any obligation for 
maintenance, repair, or preservation by virtue of a sign’s inclusion on the Register. 
Information from the manufacturer shall be submitted at the time of the submittal of the 
conditional use, ensuring that this requirement can be met once the system is 
operational. The owner may be required to submit independent noise studies to verify 
that the noise standard is met during actual operations. 
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