
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
Parks Division Conference Room 

November 12, 2009 
 

The meeting of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board was called to order at 5:30 pm 
on Thursday, November 12, 2009 with the following members present: Wes Storm, Liz 
Runquist, and Chuck Tinant. Also present were Parks and Recreation Director Jerry 
Cole, Parks Division Manager Lon Van Deusen, Recreation Division Manager Doug 
Lowe, Aquatics Division Manager Duncan Olney, Alderwoman Karen Gunderson Olson, 
Landscape designer Randy Lyons, Beautification Committee Liaison Steve Dosier, 
Urban Forestry Board Liaison Steve Hasenohrl and Administrative Assistant Jeri Taton. 
 
Motion was made by Tinant, seconded by Runquist and carried to approve the minutes 
of October 8, 2009, as presented. 
 
The agenda was approved as presented. 
 
Liaison Reports 
 
Hasenohrl reported that the Urban Forestry Board met this morning and the main topic 
of discussion was the annual Tree Care Workshop which will be held March 10, 2010. 
The Board is in the process of selecting a key note speaker for the workshop and 
selecting topics for discussion during the workshop. Also, Urban Forester Gary Garner 
has completed the tree inventory in Wilson Park and the inventory for Canyon Lake 
Park will be done soon. As a result of the tree surveys Garner has found there are a lot 
of trees throughout the community that are in bad shape and need to be replaced. He is 
beginning to look for ways to fund additional tree plantings. Director Cole noted that a 
representative from the 2009 Leadership Rapid City class contacted him about a tree 
planting program as their major project. If approved by LRC, this would be a good 
partnership to provide funding for tree plantings. 
 
Steve Dosier reported that the Beautification Committee met and received a report of 
on-going projects throughout the community. John Brewer also made a presentation on 
the Downtown Main Street Square project being contemplated at the corner of 6th and 
Main Streets. 
 
John Spangler presented information to the Advisory Board relative to electrical radio 
controlled airplanes and the need for a runway in the community. The popularity of this 
activity is increasing and there are many individuals involved with radio controlled 
airplanes. Spangler noted that he has looked at several sites and the group that is 
working on this project would like the City to consider developing an airstrip on the old 
landfill site off Fairmont Boulevard. There is adequate room at this location and it is 
relatively free of trees and overhead wires. Spangler added that there are grants 
available which could be used to offset some of the costs involved. They would also like 
to use recycled asphalt tailings available from the city to put a hard surface on the 
proposed airstrip. A map of this area was submitted for the Board’s information and a 
short DVD presentation on “park flyers” was made. Spangler noted that the individuals 
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who participate in this activity are not organized however they have a core group of 
people who will assist with the project. Runquist stated that she feels this would be a 
good use in this area. Because of the old landfill use, there are not many activities that 
would work in this area. Cole added that an SDCL 11-6-19 review will be needed to 
create the airstrip on this property. Storm suggested that a meeting be set up for board 
members to tour the area and consider its use for radio controlled airplanes. 
 
Park/Rec Facility Partnership Fund 
 
Recreation Division Manager Doug Lowe submitted the following recommendations 
from staff to fund projects in the second round of the 2009 Partnership Program: 
 

• Mary Hall Park - irrigation project $  2,500 
• RC Softball Association – retaining walls $24,899 
• Storybook Island, Inc – sidewalk improvements $12,499 

 
There is funding available in the program to fund each of these projects. Tinant noted 
that when the Mary Hall Park project was set up by the Kiwanis Club, it was done with 
the idea that the City would not be providing maintenance or funding. Cole stated that 
this was prior to his coming to Rapid City and he is not aware of any stipulations. He 
added that the Board recently modified the Partnership Fund Program to allow 
organizations who have a Memorandum of Understanding with the City to apply for 
funding. Motion was made by Runquist, seconded by Tinant and carried to recommend 
funding approval for the above listed projects. Staff noted that this recommendation will 
be forwarded to the CIP Committee and then on to the City council for consideration. 
 
Five Year Plan Update 
 
A spreadsheet was presented giving an update on the projects funded through the CIP 
Fund. In the next 2 months, the Board will have to review all the projects and approve 
the dollars to be carried forward to 2010. 
 
Horace Mann Pool/Park Renovation 
 
Aquatics Division Manager Duncan Olney gave the Board a preview of the presentation 
he will make at an open house scheduled for November 19th. Staff is looking for input 
from the public on what should be done in Horace Mann Park, including renovations to 
the pool. 
 
Director’s Report 
 
Van Deusen noted that Van Lindquist and Wes Storm’s terms on the Advisory Board 
expire in January, 2010. They have each indicated a willingness to continue to serve the 
Rapid City community as members of the Board. Motion was made by Tinant, seconded 
by Runquist and carried to request that the Mayor reappoint Lindquist and Storm to the 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board for additional three-year terms. 
 

 2



Parks and Recreation Advisory Board  November 12, 2009 

 3

Van Deusen also reported that the City Council approved the deer harvest program 
again for 2009/2010. He will request the necessary tags from the State GF&P Office 
and the harvest will begin later this month. 
 
The next meeting of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board is scheduled for 
December 10, 2009. 
 
As there was no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:05 PM. 
 
 


